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SOROPTIMISTS CELEBRATE 100TH INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 
 

The biggest 100th International Women's Day celebration was in London on March 8th when 1200 women from multiple women’s organisations including Soroptimist International, joined Women for Women International's "Join me on the Bridge" event www.womenforwomen.org/bridge by marching across the Millennium Bridge – see picture of just some of the Soroptimists on the bridge. The bridges symbolise building bridges of peace all over the world. Liz Morgan-Lewis, Soroptimist International Great Britain and Ireland President, spoke afterwards at the Royal Festival Hall along with Annie Lennox, Bianca Jagger, Lynne Featherstone (Equalities Minister) and others. 

Across the world, members of Soroptimist International celebrated the 100th Anniversary of International Women’s Day on and around 8 March 2011 please see the website www.soroptimist-gbi.org and news page: www.soroptimist-gbi.org/blog/2011/03/01/100th-international-womens-day-soroptimists-inspiring-action/
 

Lots of other events have been organised by clubs on their own or with other partners – with around 90,000 members in 3,000 Soroptimist clubs in 125 countries we are a very noisy “global voice for women”!

 

Liz Morgan-Lewis, President of Great Britain & Ireland says " International Women’s Day is very special for us, this year’s messages of peace and equality are vital if we are to transform the lives of women and girls in the future. This has been a wonderful day standing shoulder to shoulder with women around the world to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of International Women's Day.
.
 

Notes for Editors  

1. The first International Women's Day events were run in Austria, Denmark, Germany and Switzerland in 1911 and attended by over one million people. 100 years on, International Women's Day (IWD) has become a global mainstream phenomena celebrated across many countries and is an official holiday in approximately 25 countries including Afghanistan, Russia, Ukraine, Vietnam and Zambia. International Women's Day is a global celebration of the economic, political, and social achievements of women past, present, and future for more information see the website: www.internationalwomensday.com
2. Soroptimist International is a vibrant, dynamic organisation for today’s professional and business women. We are committed to a world where women and girls together achieve their individual and collective potential, realise aspirations and have an equal voice in creating strong and peaceful communities worldwide. Soroptimists inspire action and create opportunities to transform the lives of women and girls through a global network of members and international partnerships. Soroptimists are the original female “Big Society”.
3. Soroptimist International holds consultative status with the United Nations and its agencies. 

4. For more information about Soroptimist International, or this Press Release, please contact Jane Slatter, Communications Director Soroptimist International of Great Britain & Ireland pinkyslatter@hotmail.com 0783 4345796 or the Soroptimist International of Great Britain & Ireland office on hq@sigbi.org 0161 480 7686.
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